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Business Activity for the four weeks ending May 12, as 
measured by the New York Times index, was up 1 per 
cent from the previous four weeks, but was fractionally 
below the corresponding period of 1944, and for the first 
four months of this year was 1 per cent below the same 
period last year. Freight car loadings for the same four- 
week period were up 6 per cent from the previous four 
weeks, 2 per cent from the same period in 1944, and for 
the first 4 months of the year were fractionally above the 
same period last year. 


Bank Debits dropped 2 per cent in April from March but 
were 8 per cent above April, 1944, and for the first 4 
months of the year were 4 per cent above the same period 
last year. 


Industrial Production, as measured by the Federal Re- 
serve Board index, dropped 1 per cent in April from March, 
3 per cent from April, 1944, and 3 per cent from the first 
4 months of last year. 

Steel Production was down 2 per cent in April from 
March, 4 per cent from April, 1944, and for the first 4 
months of the year was 4 per cent below the same period 
last year. Steel operations in April were at 93 per cent 
of capacity as compared with 95 per cent in March. For 
the first 4 months of the year, the operating rate was 
down 6 per cent from the same period last year. 

Machine Tool Production was up 1 per cent in April 
from March but was down 3 per cent from April, 1944, 
and for the: first 4 months of the year was 23 per cent 
below the same period last year. 

Retail Trade was down in April from March. Sales of 
independent retailers dropped 20 per cent in April from 
March but were only 1 per cent under April, 1944, and 
for the first 4 months of the year were 11 per cent above 
the same period last year. Department store sales dropped 
17 per cent in April from March but were 2 per cent above 
April, 1944, and for the first 4 months of the year were 
15 per cent above the same period last year. 


The Trend of Business 


Commodity Prices were little changed in April from 
May. Wholesale commodity prices were up fractionally 
from March and were 2 per cent above April, 1944. De- 
partment store prices were unchanged in April from 
March and from April, 1944, and for the first 4 months 
of the year were only fractionally above the same period 
last year. F 

Construction Activity, as measured by the value of con- 
tracts awarded, was up 17 per cent in April from March, 
and for the first 4 months of the year was 48 per cent 
above the same period least year. 


IN OHIO 

Bank Debits in 16 Ohio cities were up 5 per cent in 
April from March, 6 per cent from April, 1944, and for the 
first 4 months of the year were 2 per cent above the same 
period last year. 


Agricultural Income was up 4 per cent in April from 
March and from April, 1944, and for the first 4 months of 
the year was 3 per cent below the same period last year. 

Electric Power Production in April was up 2 per cent 
from March and 1 per cent from April, 1944, but for the 
first 4 months of the year was down 1 per cent from the 
same period last year. 

Retail Trade was down in April from March. Sales of 
independent retailers dropped 15 per cent in April from 
March but were only fractionally under April, 1944, and 
for the first 4 months of the year were 7 per cent above 
the same period last year. Department store sales were 
down 27 per cent in April from March but were 1 per cent 
above April, 1944, and for the first 4 months of the year 
were 17 per cent above the same period last year. 

Dyers’ and Cleaners’ Sales dropped 15 per cent in April 
from March but were 11 per cent above April, 1944, and 
for the first 4 months of the year were up 16 per cent 
from the same period last year. 

Cost of Living was up fractionally in April from March, 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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BUSINESS INDICATOR “40-20 +20 +40 310 
BANK DEBITS 280 y 
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Compated by the Busca of Business Resenesh from 70¥ f Ww 
ns BUDD ureau of Labor 
Federal Reserve System ; *F. W. Dodge Corporation. SILLION DOLLARS | si 
Other Data Sources: ey York ineos Association of 36 36 Banki 
American Railroads; “Dun ; *American Iron 
& Steel "Institute ; Usteel Magazine; ederal Reserve 
*U. S. Dept. of Agriculture; “Commercial & Financial Chr 33 33 
icle; s. of Labor Statistics; ™Wards eer: 
Federal Power “Bituminous Coal Division, U. S. 
Dept. of Interior; @U. S. Steel Corporation; @F. W. Dodge 30 30 
Corporation; “Chain Store Age; *U. S. Dept. of Commerce; 
Fairchild Publications ; Stan: and Poor’s Corp.; *Dept. of - 
ural Economics, O. 8. U.; ™*National Industrial Conference 27 27 F 
*R. Polk & Co.; “War Production Board; “Ohio 
Bureau of Unemploymen n. = 
*Tots 
21 
R 
BULLETIN OF BUSINESS RESEARCH ag 
Published Monthly at the Ohio State University e. % 
Press, Columbus, Ohio 15 Den 
Copyright, 1926, by The Ohio State University A 2 7 
DURANT 

STAFF OF THE BUREAU OF BUSINESS RESEARCH d Moi 
VIVA BOOTHE, Director L. 8. KELLOGG, Statistics 
SAM ARNOLD, Econo J. C. YOCUM, Marketing + { ® Sto 

ELIZABETH M M. RICHMOND, Secretary « 
Subscription rates: $9.00 $3.50 for 2 years; I 
$4.50 for 3 years. Bo 


1944 1944 1945 


iV 


° 


3 


« U.S. 


Last Yaar 
ITEM 
April Mar. April | April 
1945 1945 1945 1945 
Unit from from 
or Index Mar. April 
Base Period 1945 1944 
General Business 
Home or Average Indexes for % % 
Weeks Ended on Indicated Dates 
Activity 5/12/45 Comp. Norm. 144 148; + #1 = i— il 
Fght. Car Loadings" 5/12/45 Thous.| 3,465 3,268 | + 6 + 2 + * 
Com. Failures” 6/12/45.... Number 82;+ 1 — 39 — 84 
Calendar Mea: 

«Bank Dbts. ( Exel. N. 1985-39) 218 222;— 8 4 
Total Inc. P eee 242 244;— 1 5 5 
Salaries and Wages = 7 267 270|— 1 8i+ 4 
Nonagricultural Income™-¢ 238 240;— 1 5 
Agr. Inc. (Cashfrom Mktgs)* 2138 208; + 2 1 + 1 
Securities Issued"—New.. 136 + 58 pe 70 + 42 

Iss 631 471 | + 34 307 +186 
Employment and Pay Rolls” 

*No. 155 18|— 4|— 6 
No. Emp!’d—Trade—Retail.. . 97 
MERGE. 317 3 |— 56 |— 8 

Production 

*Industrial 229 2322;— 8 |— 8 
Munitions Production™ ........1943 102 106;— 8 |— 9 
Elee. Power Prod... .Mil. of K.W.H.| 18,681 | 19,527}— 5 |} + * |— 1 
Bitum. Coal Prod.™....Thous. Tons} 43,350 | 52,360|—17 |—12 |— 8 
Steel Prod.4 Av.Weekly Tone Thous.| 1,704 1740;— 4]— 4 
Pig Iron Prod.**.......7' Tons| 4,786 228;— 8 ¥ |— 7 
Shipmts—U.S.Stl.Cp.* Thous. Tons} 1,723 1870;— 8 |— 2 |— 6 
Mach. Tool Shipments*. ...Mil. Dol. 40 4 + 1 383 |— 238 

Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded—37 Eastern States) 

8 Ma. Mov.Av. 1988-36) 83 17 + 48 
To’ 395,798 | 328,874 | + 20 121 + 55 
Res 42,745 6,948 | + 59 +1 — 22 
1 241,107 | 211,317 | + 14 +247 +129 
Public Works & Util me:  1111,946 A + 24 + 565 + 15 

Distribution 
Retail Sales (34 states)™ bc be —20 |— 1 1l 

* Dept. Store Sales5........ 1935-39 175 212 | — 17 + 2 16 

Chain St. Sales™ Av.SameMo.1929-81| b 
106 105 x 2 2 
ie) 

1 1 

118 113 x 

May 16 | May 17 | May 19 

ITEM 1945 1944 1943 Last 

Month | Year 
Unit Amt. | PerCt. 

e % 

U, 8, Govt. Securities... ...Mil. Dol. 20,668 13,808 5,984 515 | + 50 
ber Bank Borrowing.. “ “ 487 152 10 146 | +220 

Member Banks—101 Cities” 

Total Loans 11,358 10,286 | 10,074 | + 3802) + 11 

Business & Agr. Loans and 

Open Market Paper .... “ “ 5,797 5, 5,745 | — 161|— 38 

& Other Secur. 1,779 1,751 | + + 70 

1,044 1,072 1,158 | + 8 

1,396 1,340 1,350} + 4 

45,870 40,083 | 37,294 | — 365 | + 14 

ical 42,853 37,232 | 34,215 | — 290 15 

39,900 35,362 ,652 | -+1,297 13 

m9 8,395 6,658 5,552 | + 155 26 

my 26,372 21,846 | 16,795 | + 3804/ + 21 

20,351 1,364 22,455) + 5 

Stock Prive I 1935-39 120 99 97; + + 21 
134 4 | + 09] + 36 

101 + 08) + 15 
2.647 2,770 | | 0.008 


Indicates Series. Charted (Page 2). 


For Sources and Footnotes, see Page 2. 


April Mar. April April 4 " 
1945 1945 1945 1945 
Unit from | from | 1945 rT 
or Index Mar. April rom 
Base Period 1945 1944 1944 
3 
General Business 
*Bank (16 cities)... .1985-89 228 218| + 5 + 6/+¢92 
Commercial Failures? ..... Number 8 5 + 
Liabilities** Thous. Dol. 158 40| +295 —48 
Life Ins. Sales? ..... 130 7 
Agr. Income*—total .......1924-28 189 182|;+ 4 + 4 — 3 
Meat Animals ..........” 231 222;+ 6/—3 
Dairy ™ 216 2033;+ 6 +21 
Grains 95 108 12 |— 38 |— 
Poultry and Eggs . 181 2 +18 +10 2 
eElectric Power Produc.®,t ..1985-89 204 2 | + 1 |= 
Bit. Coal Production™. .. Thous. tons 2,517 2,508; + 1 5 | — § 2 
Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded)** 
eTotal (Index).......... 93 ‘ 
69 26 | +170 | + 41 — 26 
Nonresidential ....cccsccccee ™ 143 118 | + 22 | +151 | + 41 \ 
Public Works & Utilities..... 60 9 |— 37 |— 44 
Distribution 
Sales—Independent 
Stores (915)*......... (See v. 3) e 
* Dept. Store Sales* (35)*.... 1935-39 177 241 | — 27 + 1 +1 
Dyers’ & Cleaners’ Sales* (30)* 1939) 237 219 | — 15 + 11 |} +16 
Passgr. Car Reg.? (44 cos.) Number] 58 121 | — 52 | — 83 b ' 
44 428 | 577 | — 26 +104 b 
4 18,921 25,385 | — 25 —11 b 
Living Costs (6 cit.)®....Jan. 1989 127 * | + 8 | + 
Placements, Unemployment and Unemployment Compensation™ 
Placements by U.S.E.S.....Number| 54,998 | 60,488|— 9 |+ 4/414 
Reg. for Work with U.S.E.S. ” 9,920 | 11,211 | — 12 b 
Total Benefit Payments .Thous. Dol. 93|— 30 |— 49 | — #8 : 
Av. Reve. Benefits—Wkly. Number 1,036 1,525 | — 32 — 56 | — 47 
Wkly. B fits Per - Dol. 15.14 15.06 | + 1 + 3 + 3 
Unemployment Comp. Fund. Mil. Dol. 448 439 | + 2 | + 24 » 
Employment, Pay Rolls and Earnings® 
|mosths 
Mar. Feb. 
ITEM Unit . from from 1945 
orindes | 145 | 1946 | ‘Feb. | Mar. | from 
Base Period 1945 1944 1944 
Number Employed: | % % % 
e Total® (8277)*.......... 1935-39 143 143 == 
Manufacturing’ (2447)*.. ” 155 157 |— 6 |— 6 
e Tr.and Pub. Util.” (5088) 103 | 102; + 1 + 2/+1 
Construction® (742)*...... ° 84 | Si— 7 
Man-Hours—Mfg.¥ (2416) * 2 209 212|— 1 — 6 —7 
Wage Earner Mfg. (2416)* j 
Av. Weekly Earnings .......Dol.| 53.71 | 53.99/— 1 2 |+4 2 
Av. Hours Worked ...... Number 46.9 | 47.1 
Av. Hourly Earnings .......Dol. 1.15 | 1.165 | 3 8 
Banking (4th Federal Reserve District)'® 
CHANGE FROM 
May 16 | May 17 | May 19} 
ITEM 1945 1944 1943 Last Last 
‘ Month | Year 
Unit Amt. | PerCt. 


oa Federal Reserve Bank $ | % 
U. S. Gov. Securities. ...Thous. Del. 1,837,586 | 1,188,208 | 466,370 | +27,034 + 55 
Member Bank Borrowings " 2 880 40; — 1,625 + 7 

Member Banks—4th District 


Time Deposits ......... ois 
* Indicates Series Charted (page 3). For S 


¢Total Loans.......... 828 798 760|— 16 + 4 

Bus. & Agr. Loans and | 
Open Mkt. Paper..... 375 392 384 | — 9 4 
Brok. & “‘Other Secur.”’ Lins.” 171 102 + 68 
Real Estate Loans....... 164 164 173 | — 6 
12% 185 149 — 6 
Total Investments......... 3,889 3,389 2,836 | + 27 t 15 
U.S. Gov. Obligations... 8,594 8,100| 2,576/+ 28 16 


Reference Data—Ohio 3 
: MonTH Last Year 
ITEM 
urces and Footnotes, see Page 2. 
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Business 


in Ohio 


OF 
250 4 250 
220 
190 Ms 
ALL INDUSTRIES 
160 - NUMBER f. 160 
EMPLOYED ALL INDUSTRIES it 
100 | ii 100 
Hit 
PRODUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION | | 
280 
250 waa: 250 
220 _ 4 4 220 
160 Ni 160 
130 130 
100 POWER 100 
70 
40 TT TT 310 
TRADE ‘ 
250 250 
220 4 220 
SALES fi HH we 
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130 
i ii 100 
DOLLARS 
3000 
BANKING AND FINANCE 7 2700 
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c's = April 1945 Compared with April 1944 


% DECREASE % INCREASE 
° 


BUSINESS INDICATOR 
BANK DEBITS 

COM. FAILURE «ias) 
TOTAL AGR. INCOME 
AGR INCOME — GRAINS 
AGR. INCOME— MEATS 
COAL PRODUCTION eit) 
ELECTRIC POWER PROD 
PLACEMENTS 

UNEMP. BENIFITS 

TOTAL GONST CONTRACTS 
RES. CONST. CONTRACTS 
NONRES. CONST. CONTR. 
AUTO REGISTRATION 
RETAIL SALES 

DEPT STORE SALES 

DRY CLEANERS SALES 
LIFE INS SALES 


RETAIL SALES — INDEPENDENT STORES IN OHIO‘ 
CHANGES IN 
FROM 
Last 
Mo. Last Year 
KIND OF BUSINESS | Stores; Apr. | Apr. | Apr. 4 
1945 | 1945 | 1945 | Mos. 
from | from | 1945 
Mar. | Apr. | from 
1945 | 1944 1944 
Num- 
ber | #000 % % 
FOOD 143 925|— 12;}— * 
Candy & Confectionery .. 8 23;|— 20;— 8i+ 8 
Groceries (no meats).. 14 93|— 16;— 7 
Groceries (with meats)... 115 799;— 1 
Meat markets ......+.... 6 9|— 14|— 26 t 4 
APPAREL 104| 2,721|— 38|— 10 15 
Men’s clothing .......... 38 500 | 41|— + 20 
Family clothing......... 22 545 | — 36)— 10/+ 12 
Women’s clothing ....... 20; 1,410|;— 6/+ 18 
24 265 | — 39|— 17| + 26 
AUTOMOTIVE 60 908|— 12;— 4 t 6 
Motor vehicles .......... 54 883;— 18|— 4 6 
80} 1,548 71+ 11 
62| 1,427 16/+ 10 
BUI 179| 2,227;+ 6 
ber & Bidg. material 62) 1,142 t 2}+ 2 
EATING AND DRINKING 74| 1,077;— 8 6 
64| 1,087;— 8 5 
Drinking places......... 10 39;— 5 6i+ 6 
Country general......... 58 271|\— 1 
De stores....... 85 | 14,768 | — 1/+ 17 
Drug 100 449|— Ti— 38 
3 24|— 41|— 32) + 15 
Filling stations.......... 14 93|— 3 t 13/;+ 8 
46 399 | — 18 17|— 6 
Sporting goods........+. 5 9 
All li 915 
Adjusted for number of working days..|— 8|— * 7 


For Footnotes and Sources, see Page 2. 
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8 per cent from April, 1944, and 3 per cent for the 
first 4 months of the year as compared with the same 
period last year. 
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1936 1938 1940 1942 1944 [944 1945 
TOTAL MANUFACTURING INDEX 
300 
} 
= 260 
220 
180 
140 140 
NUMBER 
EMPLOYED 100 
CHEMICALS 
300 TTTITTITTTT] 300 
260 Va 260 
220 220 
180 180 
140 PAY ROLLS 
100 a! Pad 100 
NUMBER 
60 | | EMPLOYED pilistisiiis 60 
FOOD PRODUCTS 
180 | TITTT) 180 
140 140 
100 A 100 
LUMBER PRODUCTS ain 
260 260 
220 ~\. 220 
180 180 
Nan pe 140 
100 EMPLOYED 
60 | 340 
METAL PRODUCTS 
AY 300 
260 260 
220 220 
180 180 
100 Di 100 
60 TTyTTTTTTTT 180 
PAPER AND PRINTING ! 
| NUMBER | PAY ROLLS. 
100 | 100 
1936 1938 1940 1942 1944 19441945 


Employment in Ohio was down fractionally in Mareh| were f 
from February, 5 per cent from March, 1944, and for the quarte! 
first quarter of the year was 6 per cent under the same ta 
period last year. Manufacturing employment was down) reporte 
1 per cent in March from February, 6 per cent from March. fractio 
1944, and 6 per cent from the first quarter of last year} pared 
Trade and public utilities employment was up 1 per cent} pay ro 
in March from February, 2 per cent from March, 1944] 4 repo 
and for the first quarter of the year was 1 per cent above] For th 
the same period last year. All but two of the 10 major} same | 
manufacturing groups of industries reported employment] and 4, 
declines in March from February of 1 per cent or less} Mam 
All of the major groups reported declines from Mareh,| 1 per: 
1944, ranging from 1 per cent to 11 per cent, and all} 1944, : 
groups reported declines from the first quarter of 1944] under 
ranging from fractional declines to 12 per cent. trade 

Pay Rolls dropped 1 per cent from February, 1 per cent] Febru 
from March, 1944, and for the first quarter of the year} the fi 
were 1 per cent below the same quarter last year. Trade} factw 
and public utility pay rolls were up 2 per cent in March} in M: 
from February, 6 per cent from March, 1944, and 6 per} from 
cent from the first quarter of last year. Manufacturing} from 
pay rolls were down 1 per cent in March from February, 

NuMBer 
INDEX 
1985-39=100 CHancs =10 
INDUSTRIAL GROUP 
Mar. | Mar. 3 
1945 | 1945 | months 
Mar. | Feb. | from | from | 1946 §r.| Feb 
1945 | 1945 | Feb. | Mar. | from 194 
1945 | 1944] 1944 
All (2447)* 155| 157|— 6] — 6 84 
Chemicals (175) 149| 149|+ =*|— 1] — 2 28 
Food Products (2381).. 97 — 1j— 2] — * Be) 17 
Bakery (59) ........ 102 | + =|— 1] — 10) 1 
Miscellaneous (172) 91 — 8] + 1 
Lumber Produ (121) 158 166 |— 1/—11) — 9 35 
Furniture (49) ............ 158 | 160|/— 1|—18|—12 89 
Miscellaneous (72) ........ 106 107};— — & 
Metal Products (576)......... 145] 4] —4 x 
Foundry Products and Drop 
83 2) + 6] +10 
Screw Machine Products 
and Hardware (41)...... 146) + —12 & 
Sheet Metal Work (78) 184} 186|— 2|+ 6] + 8 Pl) 8 
and Rolling 
Stoves and Furnaces (34) 128} 8 2 
Miscellaneous (800) ....... 210} 212;— 1|/— 6|— 4 
Paper and Printing (279).. 106 107;}— 2] — 2 1 
Paper, inc. Stationery (24). | 104| 106|— 2|— 8|— 8 2 
Print. and Publish. (156).. | 105 | 105|+ *|— 1} — 1 1 
Miscellaneous (99) ......... 112} 2] — 4 1 
Rubber Products (45)........ 144] 1}/— 5) — 3 
Tires and Tubes (16).,..... 145| 146|— 1|— 6] — & 41 
Miscellaneous (29) ........ 144] 1483/4 * 
Stone, Clay, and Glass 
Products (165) .......... 97 4 1 
Brick and Tile (59)........ 76 16 t z}— 4|— ; 1 
97 95 2|— 4|- 1 
Vitreous and Semi-Vitreous 
China and Pottery (85)..| 118|— 1|— 6] — 2 
iscellaneous (52) ........ 68 1 
Men’s Clothing (56)....... 80 6|— 
Miscellaneous (98) ........ 75 wit 
Mise. Manufacturing (128).. 122] 128)/— 4} — 
Total Trade & Pub. Util.” (6088) | 103 | 102 1 
Services (861) ...........+ 98 
Trade (Ret. & Whisl.) (3941 104 | 102 3 
Transport. & Pub. Util. (601 100] 1/— 
Constractions 84] 8|— 7) -, 
and Quarries (185)...... e e — 1 b 
Indexes of number employed and of pay rolls are based on the employm# 989, 


ment of 679° in firms. 
is included im the total manufacturing and 


For 
NOTE: Machinery group 


Man-Hours in Ohio Industry 
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n March} were fractionally under March, 1944, and for the first 
| for the} quarter of the year were 1 per cent under the same quar- 
he same} terlast year. Eight of the 10 major manufacturing groups 
as down| reported declines in March from February ranging from 
n March fractional declines in four groups to 11 per cent. As com- 
st year! pared with March, 1944, 6 of the major groups reported 
per cent) pay roll increases ranging from 1 per cent to 5 per cent; 
ch, 1944} 4 reported declines ranging from 1 per cent to 7 per cent. 
nt above} For the first quarter of the year as compared with the 
10 major} same period in 1944, 6 groups reported pay roll increases, 
oloyment} and 4, declines. 
or less} Man-Hours worked in manufacturing industries dropped 
1 March} 1 per cent in March from February, 6 per cent from March, 
and all] 1944, and for the first quarter of the year were 7 per cent 
of 1944] under the same quarter last year. Man-hours worked in 
trade and public utilities were up 1 per cent in March from 
per cent} February, 3 per cent from March, 1944, and 2 per cent from 
the year} the first quarter of last year. Nine of the 10 major manu- 
r. Trade} facturing groups reported declines in man-hours worked 
n March} in March from February, all groups reported declines 
nd 6 per} from March, 1944, and all but 1 group reported declines 
‘acturing| from the first quarter of 1944. 
‘ebruary, 
Pay Rouis® Man-Hours*® 
=100 1986-39100 Cuance 
months 1945 | 1945 | months | 1948 | months 
1 | 1946 Feb. | from | from 1945 Mar. | Feb. | from | from 1945 
. | from 1645 ‘eb. q from 1945 | 1945 | Feb. | Mar. from 
i] 1944 1945 | 1944] 1944 1945 | 1944] 1944 
— 6 =| — 1 6/ — 7 
1] — 27] 1] + 1 196} 198 3] — 2 
2} — 2 1 3 4 106] 1] + 1 
+ 1 Bl] + 4 95 si— 1] + 2 
71 — 8 188 | 197|— 5|—15| — 10 
9] — 5 197} 206|— 5|— 16] — 12 
— 6 5] — 2 128|— 6|—1i2] — 9 
1) — 1 1 16 3] — 4 
— 9 1] + 1 251/— — 6 
+10 8] + 4 96 1] + 2 
1} —12 309 1 189 
2;—2 245 — 
«x 5 5 117} 119}; 1}/— 2] — 2 
3;— 8 200;— 4 123} 5|— 6] — 1 
1j—1 M7} 4+ 2 Si + 146] 1191+ 1/— 1] — 1 
2)— 4 2 3 2 197 | 2|/— 4a] — & 
5} — & 6 4 200; 216|/— 7] — 2 
6) — — 12) — 7 3 218| 8] — 2 
x} — 5 5 148 *| — * 
4; — 6 — 1 100 
6) — 2 2 4 91 — 8 
1 q 5 83 i + 3 + 2 
112 x 3 5 102} 6) — 8 
Vee: 6 11 109} 110/— 2] + 2 
1|— 8 181 x x 2 96 Fi am 6 
mis sit tix: 19 | 196)— 8| — 4 
+ in| t 2 106} 106|+ 1}/+ 38] + 2 
2|— 1 2 *i— 41 — 4 
mit sit 100 Sit Ht 3 
be 999,509 persons 


in 8,277 firms; indexes of man-hours, on the employ- 


indexes but is not available for publication separately. 
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AKRON 

Retail sales of 23 independent stores in April de. 
clined 24 per cent from March but increased 2 per 
cent from April, 1944, and 13 per cent for the first 
four months of 1945 as compared with 1944. April 
bank debits were 7 per cent above March, 22 per cent 
above April, 1944, and for the first four months of 
1945 were 11 per cent higher than for the same 
period of 1944. Industrial power consumption de- 
clined 3 per cent from March but was 20 per cent 
higher than in April, 1944. The cost of living rose 
less than 0.5 per cent from March. 

Employment in manufacturing for March declined 
2 per cent from February and was 13 per cent be- 
low March, 1944. March manufacturing pay rolls 
declined 9 per cent from February. 


CANTON 

April sales of 30 independent retailers fell 24 per 
cent from March and were 2 per cent below April, 
1944, but for the year to date were 7 per cent above 
the same period of 1944. Bank debits for April were 
up 2 per cent from March and 6 per cent both from 
April, 1944, and for the first 4 months of 1945 as 
compared with the same period of 1944. The total 
value of building permits issued in April advanced 5 
per cent above March. The value of residential 
building permits rose 33 per cent above March while 
the value of nonresidential permits for April declined 
95 per cent from March. 

Employment in manufacturing industries in March 
declined 1 per cent from February and were down 


_ 8 per cent from March, 1944. Manufacturing pay 


rolls increased 2 per cent from February, 1945. 


CINCINNATI 

Sales of 49 independent retailers in April declined 
25 per cent from March but were 7 per cent above 
April of 1944 and for the first four months of 1945 
were 22 per cent above the same period of 1944. 
The cost of living for April was less than 0.5 per 
cent higher than March and increased 1 per cent 
both from April, 1944, and for the year to date as 
compared with the same period last year. Bank 
debits advanced 2 per cent from March and rose 10 
per cent from April, 1944. The steel industry oper- 
ating rate for April was 90 per cent of capacity. 

All manufacturing employment for March declined 
2 per cent from February and decreased 8 per cent 
both from March, 1944, and for the first quarter of 
1945 as compared with the same period last year. 


CLEVELAND 

April sales of 94 independent retailers decreased 
23 per cent from March and rose fractionally from 
April, 1944, and for the first 4 months of 1945 were 
13 per cent higher than the same period last year. 
Bank debits in April rose 5 per cent above March 
and increased 3 per cent both from April, 1944, and 
for the year to date as compared with the same pe- 
riod last year. The cost of living rose less than 0.5 
per cent from March. The total value of building 
permits issued in April increased 42 per cent from 
March. The steel industry operating rate for April 
was 93 per cent of capacity. 

March employment in manufacturing industries 
declined less than 0.5 per cent from February. 
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GENERAL BUSINESS INDICATORS 
Akron % % % 
Retail Sales—I ndependent Stores‘ (23) *% e e — 24 + 2 + 13 
Auto Registrations : 2? New Cars Number 3 1| +200 — 86 — 86 
New Trucks ” 39 58 | — 33 + 56 +180 
Cost of Living™..............Jam. 1939 128 128;+ * + 2 + 
«Bank Debits Index®t...........1985-39 346 325; + 7 + 22 + ll 
Commercial Failures** .........-Number 0 0 0 0 — 1 
Liabilities’? .....Thous. Dol. 0 0 0 0 —100 
Indust. Power Consumption? *.. 1935-89 377 386; 38 + 20 + 28 
Val. Bldg. Permits’ *—Total® ... 253 247| + 2 — 53 + 47 
251 315 | — 21 +181 +490 
Nonresidential ...........-.. ™ 186 31) +509 — 81 — 7 
Canton 
Retail Sales—I ndependent Stores# (30) *% e e — 24 — 2 + 7 
Auto Registrations :* New Cars Number 1 2| — 50 — 94 — 84 
° 2 New Trucks ” 13 27| — 52 +225 +271 
«Bank Debits 251 246; + 2 + 6 + 6 
Commercial Number 0 0 0 1 — 1 
Liabilities** .....Thous. Dol. 0 0 0 —100 —100 
Val. Bidg. Permits® *—Total® .. .1985-39 109 104; + 5 + 96 + 31 
Residential 99 + 83 + +764 
Nonresidential ..........+65. ” 7 138 | — 95 + 5 +962 
Cincinnati 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores? (49) °% e e| — 25 + 7 + 22 
Auto Registrations : :* New Cars Number 7 8|;—13 — 88 — 73 
New Trucks ” 40 80 | — 50 + ll + 87 
124 124; + * + 1 + 1 
il Food Price — sevee -1935-39 135 184; + 1 — * + * 
Debits Index*-t... ee 198 2 + 10 + 6 
Commercial Failures“ ... ..Number 1 Oo;+ 1 + 1 + 1 
Liabilities? ..... Dol. 4 ¥ ¥ |+ 
Val. — *—Total® . . .1985-39 16 — 30 — 13 + 
Reside’ 0 0 0 0 —100 
4 2) + 53 — 88 — 73 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate™ 4 Wks. Av. % Cap. 90 77; + 18 + 4 — 2 
Cleveland 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (94) *% e e — 23 + * + 13 
Auto Registrations : :2 New Cars Number 20 40; — 50 — 77 — 65 
ew Trucks 114 120; — 5 +165 +150 
127 127; + * + 8 + 8 
il Food Price Index*.......1935-39 141 140; + 1 — 1 — * 
Debits Index®?........... 242 231' + 5 + 3 + 38 
Commercial Failures” .........Number 4 21+ 2 + 4 + 7 
Liabilities’ .....Thous. Dol. 39 35; + 11 + 7 +340 
Val. Bldg. Permits®*—Total* . . 1935-39 103 72| + 42 — 30 — 60 
Resident: 36 28) + 26 — 85 — 89 
Nonresidential .......... 8 171 95 | + 80 +417 — 54 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate 4 Wha. "Av. % Cap. 93 92i,+ 2 + * — 6 
EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS® 
| 1988 ths 
ITEM Mar. | Feb. baer 
from 1945 
Index 1945 | 1946 | ‘Feb. from 
Base Period 1945 1944 1944 
Akron % % % 
No. Employed, All Mfg. (98)*.. 1935-39 170 172 |— 2 — 13 — 14 
nstruct.* 93 92, + 2 —14 
Pay Rolis, All. Mfg. (98)*.. 281 307 |— 9 — 22 —17 
Construction* (45)*. 223 218|+ 2 — 13 
Canton 
No. Emploved, All Mfg. (80)*.. 1935-39 181 1838 |}— 1 — 38 — 4 
* Pay Rolls, All. Mfg. (80)%......  ” 342 335 |} + 2 + 2 — 1 
Cincinnati 
No. Employed, All Mfg. (415)*. 1935-39 188 192 |— 2 — 8 — & 
Construct.* (140 62 4 + 7 + 4 
* Pay Rolls, All. Mfg. (415)*... 400; 420;— 5 |— 3 |— 2 
Constructions (140)®. = 100 6 + 20 + 14 
Cleveland 
No. Employed, All Mfg. (601)". 1935-39! * |— 4 |— 5 
Construct. (218)*. ” 119 122 2 — 17 — 15 
* Pay Rolls, All. Mfg. (601)*..... 423 i+ 4 2 
Construction® (218)*. 141 143 1 — 11 — 8 


* Indicates Series Charted (page 6). For Sources and Footnotes, see Page 2. 
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r. 
ITEM 1 
Unit 
or Index 
Base Period 
GENERAL BUSINESS IN 
Columbus % %o % 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores* (48) *% e e 25 + 2 +14 
Auto Registrations : :* New Cars Number 10 | — 80 — 96 — 90 
New Trucks ” 61 ‘64 | + 18 +239 +159 
Retail Food Price Index®, deesee 1935-39 128 128;+ * + 1 + 1 
¢ Bank Debits Index®*........... - 218 183 | + 19 + 22 — 2 
Commercial Failures .....-.-- Number 0 0 0 0 1 
7 Liabilities ..... Dol. 0 0 0 0 —100 
Val. nd —_— t—Total® ... 1935-39 81 60 | + 35 + 99 +893 
Residential ...... 86 48 | + 79 +588 +826 
43 17 | +144 + 24 + 68 
Dayton 
tent e e — 28 — 7 + 6 
Auto Registrations :* ew Cars 2 1 | +100 — 85 — 90 
=" 27 13 | +108 440 +525 
om of Living™..... 126 126|— * t 2 + 2 
Bank Debits Index®-t 243 234 4 5 1 
Failures* 0 0 0 0 0 
Liabilities'2 D 0 0 0 
Indust. Power Consumption? . .. 1985-39 214 196 |+ 9 + + 2 
Val. =. Permits®*—Total®™ ... ” 116 97 | + 20 — 7 + 16 
187 30 | +524 — 12 — 46 
Nonresidential .......... a 48 938 | — 48 — 44 +300 
Toledo 
Retail Sales—Ind dent St (57) *% e — 26 * +14 
Auto Registrations : :? New Cars Number 4 11 | — 68 — 79 — 81 
New re 23 76 |— 70 — 50 +100 
Jan. 1939 130 129|;+ * + 38 + 4 
k Debits Index®:t........... 1935-39 203 — 3 — 10 — 10 
Failures ......... Number 1 1 t 1 0 
Liabilities ..... Thous. Dol. 31 y — 26 
Indust. Power Consumption’. ..1935-39 262 252 |+ 4 + 6 + 5 
Val. Bidg. Permits®:*—Total® ... ” 18 36 | — 51 — 62 — 8 
Residential ..........-seeee0e 26 50 | — 48 + 7 + 7 
Nonresidential ............ 22 71 — 94 — 98 
Youngstown 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores‘ (21) *% e e — 24 + 1 + 24 
Auto Registrations : 2? New Cars Number 2|— 50 — 91 — 79 
New Trucks ” 21 15 40 + 60 +355 
Cost of Living®........ -Jan. 1989 180 180 x + 4 + 3 
Debits Index®t... «++ 1935-39 199 190 5 + 4 + 1 
Commercial Failures” . . .Number 0 0 0 0 
= Liabilities . Dol. 0 0 0 0 
Indust. Power Consumptioni*. . 210 208 |+ 1 — 8 + 6 
Val. Bidg. Permits® ee 46 13 | +261 369 
Residential ...... 6 8 |— 23 y 
Nonresidential . 116 8i+ 7 y + 7 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rates Wks. "Av. 92 93 * — 8 — 6 
EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS® 
1945 | 1945 the 
ITEM Mar. | Feb. “= 
from from 1945 
Index | 1945 | 1945 | ‘Feb. | Mar. | from 
Base Period 1945 1944 1944 
Columbus % % % 
No. Employed, All Mfg. (121)*. 1985-89| 184] 1 |—18 
e Pay Rolls, All. Mfg. (121)*..... = 464 455 |+ 2 + 2 — 2 
No. Employed, All Mfg. (180)*. 1935-39 150 152 |— 2 — 8 |j— 8 
Construct.€ (58)*.. 58 57|/+ 1 |—26 | — 24 
Pay Rolls, All. Mfg. (180)*..... 392 |— 2 — 9 
 Construction* (58)*. 183 126 |+ 6 — 15 
Toledo 
No. Employed, All Mfg. (142)*. 1985-39 | 187] 1 |— 6 |— 7 
Pay Rolls, All. Mfg. (142)*..... 259 | 2722;— 6 |— 7 & 
Youngstown 
No. Employed, All Mfg. (98)*.. 1985-89 | 118] 1 |— 7 | — 6 
P Rolls, fg. (98)%...... wd 
its Construction® (84)*... 87 so|/— 8 |+26 | + 19 


© Indicates Series Charted (page 7). 


For Sources and Footnotes, see Page 2. 
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the Chief Ohio Cities 
UMBUS 1936 1938 1940 
sales of 48 independent dealers in April COLUMBUS 
declined 25 per cent below March but increased 2 500 (1935~ 1939100) 
per cent from April, 1944, and advanced 14 per cent | Ta 
for the year to date as compared with the same pe- 460 460 
riod last year. Bank debits for April increased 19 a PAY ROLLS pf 
per cent above March and 22 per cent above April, 420 
1944, but declined 2 per cent for the first four months 380 bee 
of 1945 as compared with 1944. Total value of build- | 
ing permits in April was 35 per cent higher than 340 340 
March. 
All manufacturing employment in March de- 300 300 
clined 1 per cent below February, 13 per cent below : 
April, 1944, and for the year to date fell 14 per cent 260 / f 260 
from the same period last year. March pay rolls for 220 i oo 
all manufacturing industries increased 2 per cent fa 4 r 
both from February and from March, 1944. 180 Ag. 180 
28 per cent from March and 7 per cent from April, 100 pe ~ A d 
1944, but for the first four months of 1945 sales i) 500 
were 5 per cent higher than in the same period of 60 vad phe bic rig 
1944. Bank debits in April increased 4 per cent 460 
from March. Industrial power consumption rose 9 DAYTON A 
per cent from March. The total value of building 420 T 420 
permits for April were 20 per cent above March and MANUFACTURING 
were 16 per cent higher for the year to date as com- eae pat ROLLS WA 380 
pared with the same period of 1944. 340 340 
March employment in all manufacturing industries 
declined 2 per cent from February and 8 per cent 300 300 
both from March, 1944, and for the first quarter of [ 
1945 as compared with 1944. All manufacturing pay 260 — -— 260 
rolls declined 2 per cent from February. f; NAGA N ‘4 
TOLEDO f N 
Sales of 57 independent retailers in April de- 180 }—— ALL INDUSTRIES py 180 
creased 26 per cent from March and less than 0.5 per PAY ROLLS yet BANK oeerrs 
cent from April, 1944, but for the year to date were 140 t LULU 
14 per cent above the same period of 1944. April es f ef? 
bank debits fell 3 per cent below March and declined 
10 per cent both from April, 1944, and for the first 60 TTP TTpTT TT] 340 
four months of 1945 as compared with the same 
period last year. The cost of living advanced less TOLEDO Vaid Ss 
than 0.5 per cent above March. Industrial power 260 . r ; -— 260 
consumption in April was 4 per cent above March. ROLLS. 
All manufacturing employment in March declined 220 ix 220 
1 per cent from February, 6 per cent from March, yy 
1944, and decreased 7 per cent for the first quarter ALL INDUSTRIES cones 
of 1945 as compared with 1944. March manufactur- 140 re ae ‘ Lilitiilittes 
ing pay rolls declined 5 per cent from February. a )! oa 
YOUNGSTOWN 340 
April sales of 21 independent retailers declined 60 A a 
24 per cent from March but increased 1 per cent 300 
from April, 1944, and for the first four months of YOUNGSTOWN 
1945 were 24 per cent higher as compared with the 260 - Y 260 
same period last year. Bank debits in April were wae wos N ey 
5 per cent above March. The cost of living rose 22 220 
fractionally from March and was 4 per cent higher ROLLS al Nv 
than in April, 1944. April industrial power con- 
sumption advanced 1 per cent above March. The 140 ae ii 140 
total value of building permits rose 261 per cent </ BANK DEBITS 
above March. The steel industry operating rate was 100 New 
92 per cent of capacity. i 
March employment in manufacturing industries 60 


declined 1 per cent from April. : 1936 1938 1940 


LAR 
4 
fonths 
1945 
from 
1944 
+ 14 
— 90 
+159 
3 
1 
—100 
+893 
+826 
+ 63 
5 
90 
25 
2 
1 
0 
0 
2 
6 
00 
3 
months 
1945 
from 
1944 
— 2 
— 8 
— 24 
— 12 
— 7 
— 6 
— 6 
— 5 
+19 
| : 
re 2. 1942 1944 1944 1945 


8 Bulletin of Business Research 
May, 1945 


New Basic Materials For Advanced Work With Problems of Unemployment 


. . . Summaries of Two New Publications of The Bureau of Business Research 
1—SEASONALITY OF EMPLOYMENT IN OHIO, By Viva Boothe, Ph.D., and Sam Arnold, Ph.D. 


With increased emphasis on stabilization of employ- 
ment as indicated by various legislation and by various 
committees of government management and labor organ- 
ized to study employment stabilization, the need for a 
comprehensive study of the magnitude and of the timing 
of seasonal unemployment becomes apparent. 

Here, then, in this new work, are exact statistical 


which employed 1,000 or more wage earners in 1937. Also, 
seasonal indexes of employment, by similar categories, in 
each of the 8 chief industrial counties in Ohio are pre- 
sented. 

In addition to the seasonal indexes, the seasonal 
variation, as measured by the per cent range in the 
seasonal index, and the average number employed as of 


1939 are given for each industry and subgroups. 
(247 Pages; 8%x11 (Printed; Linen Covers) ; Price $4.00) 


One of 225 Industry Charts in Volume 


measures of seasonality of employment based on the 
li-year, prewar period, 1926 through 1936, in a highly 
representative industrial state. These indexes derived 
from Ohio employment data have validity for wide appli- 130 

cation. The Ohio industrial structure contains a wide ERR. 0 AP 
variety of industries in proportions very similar to the DAIRY FARMING , 
nation as a whole. Moreover, seasonal variation is largely 120 
a function of kind of industry and kind of product rather 
than of geographic area. 

Over 9,000 separate seasonal indexes presented in this 
volume are shown for all worker employment in over 270 
industry classifications, including manufacturing, con- 100 
struction, mining and quarrying, transportation and public 
utilities, trade, service, and agriculture. Seasonal indexes 
of employment of both male and female workers, classified sors 
as to wage-earner, clerical worker, and sales-people are 
given for each industry. 80 

The seasonal indexes of employment of total wage 
earners are shown graphically for every industry in Ohio 


110 


Jon Feb Mor Apr Moy Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Source: Table 18 for seasonal indexes. 


Portion of One of 180 Pages of Tables in Volume (slightly reduced) 


SEASONAL INDEXES Average 
INDUSTRY AND TYPE OF WORKER Period | Employed 
ther than Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | | Mey | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | “tose 
+ 
Trade: Retail and Wholesale—Total (12,482) | | 
Wage Earners—Total 96.4| 95.7! 98.0; 99.7] 99.8] 99.9] 99.1! 99.2]101.1] 102.3] 102.6'105.9| 10 64,333 
ww 96.5| 97.0] 98.0) 99.3] 99.6|100.1| 100.2; 100.4|101.1| 102.3 102.1/ 103.8 7 52,817 
95.6| 94.7| 95.5| 93.3| 19 11,515 
Clerical Workers—Total........... 98.4] 98.0] 98.6] 99.2| 99.1] 99.4| 99.5} 7 24,470 
98.4| 97.8] 98.4| 99.3] 99.2} 99.6] 5 7,578 
98.6| 98.1| 98.5| 99.0| 99.3| 99.3| 99.4! 99.4] 8 16,891 
Salespeople—Total .................... 91.8] 91.5| 95.9] 99.5| 99.6] 99.6] 96.4| 95.6] 99.7|102.2/104.9|123.8} 26 79,439 
95.5| 95.7|° 97.1] 98.9]100.2|100.8| 99.6' 12 39,693 
89.2| 88.6| 94.9] 99.8| 98.3] 98.4| 93.2) 91.5] 98.4/102.8/106.6|138.1| 36 39,745 
94.6| 94.4| 97.2] 99.5 99.2! 99.7| 98.0} 17 168,241 


2—PLANNED DOVETAILING OF SEASONAL EMPLOYMENT, By Sam Arnold, Ph.D. 


Any program of postwar employment stabilization 
must deal with the problem of seasonal unemployment, 


Portion of One of 30 Charts in Volume 


140 140 


which will again assume significant proportions in many 
industries. This study provides an examination of the 
problem and feasibility of dovetailing and thus reducing 
seasonal unemployment by deliberate, planful management, 
based on a quantitative knowledge of seasonal employment 
| fluctuations in industry. 


120 120 ra The study makes three major contributions to the 
l problem and practice of planned dovetailing: first, analysis 
100 100 of the possibility of planned dovetailing of seasonal em- 


ployment among selected “case” industries in Cuyahoga 
SOCIAL County (Cleveland), Ohio; second, the classification of all 


(Ine. Se seasonal] industries in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, according 

| | CHURCHES, | to 6 major seasonal patterns; and third, an outline of 

60 60 simple workable procedure for employers who wish to 
Dec Mor Jun Sep Dec Dec Mor ary 


work out systematic dovetailing programs. : 


DAIRY PRODUCTS ond ICE CREAM 
Sovrce Table 4 


(51 Pages; 6x9 (Printed; Paper Covers) ; Price $1.00) 
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